del Castillo Laborde of transboundary impact (Article 9.1) and lists a number of tasks that these entities should to the smallest extent perform, without prejudice to other tasks that the riparian States consider they should carry out (Article 9.2), namely consultation (Article 10), joint monitoring and assessment (Article 11), common research and development (Article 12), exchange of information (Article 13), warning and alarm systems (Article 14) and mutual assistance (Article 15). In this regard, the Guide to Implementing the Water Convention5 underlines that these entities become the distinctive element of the Water Convention, an assertion that cannot be ignored.
On their part, a number of Latin American treaties established bilateral or multilateral bodies to carry out joint projects. Those agreements generally restated the right of riparians to use their internationally shared waters as well as the duty not to cause significant harm to other riparians and included mechanisms for dispute settlement.6 Both water quantity and quality have been a matter of concern at the regional level, with different approaches to the legal, financial and empirical aspects according to the countries and their specific features.7 . At present, the OAS comprises thirty-four countries embracing the Americas from North to South. As a regional organization within the scope of Chapter VIII (Regional Arrangements) of the United Nations Charter, the OAS's main goal is to enhance cooperation among its members, both in the
